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Byrd brothers build legal legacy

JOE
BYRD

By BILL POTEAT
Managing Edator

printed cifically for Burke

Counly, beside the entry for
“lawyer” there will doubtews be 5
picture of Joo and Bob Bywd

Far these broibers, more thas
anyone ¢lse, have EEimml.er the
legald prodeision in Burks Comnty
For degades — s challenges, il
[nestranons and s triumy

From humble origing in the
Civam Streghl comsmnity befwoih
Drrexel and Morgamon, the brothers
rose i Bead 1Be most prestigioes
Law firm in Burke County”s Eislory.

Im adiditicn, they have been rue
“movers and shakeors™ in the (om-
mumity For decades m well, exerting
open. and smctimes Dol 50 opee,
indbocece and poliical power onl &
vanety of issues

Joc basy heen mamed “Cltlses of
he Year” im Drcucl. Bob, "Man of
the Yeas™ im Merganton. Joe has
beres eviremely sciive in the First
Baptist Chorch of Drexel [of
decades, Bob in First United
Miethimlisa of MNorgano.

Joe s the shoster, and quickes, of
the two brothers, hut his guiciness
does pol mask an janer ineghness
e A nlense dodiction o e o
lession and 1o the prople and ik
cmises Be bas chamnpioesd over the
dovmics.

Bob i the taller and more guick
speken of the two, given o good
Bumored hyportale and the son of
sbories 18an the Bale Sen. Sam ]
Ervin lr. ooce made 30 popular in
Dwike Counly. Bl bere (oo ons
fimdds sheel mod far beneaih the ar-
e

The becilers sal fof & Engthy
News Herald mmerview recently in
the spucious office of Bob Byrl
the Orm" sml.rlnl'.lm:h-m.hmr
& Mpne's hirow {rom the Borke

Il ever a dictionary should be

Comanty Ciommhousg

The office's wall we filded with
memenloy (man the janior Bynd's
lengibry coreer in both the law
Polatics.

Among hese priecd podsEA
% an aulcgmpbed phow of e baie
President Jobm F, Kenbedy — the
urhase Mortheasicmn Caiholic wistm
ibe smmall town Souihémm lawyon
Fervently swpponed i the clection
off 1960

The heritage

loe First st iy hin baw praciioc in

il bt

o ra=

e _astesetBgetry—. 1
Joe K. Byrd, left, and Robert B. Byrd in the firm's office at One Northsquare.

Sorganton in 193] Hob josscd him
in 1955, Today, ke firm includes
il lawyeds: Jot, who renmnd from
actve practEe i 15959 but costin-
ues i make his expentise svailabie
1o the Firm s younger members,
Bob, Joho Ervin, S¢ofl Whissani,
Lamy MeMabon, Jlimmy Ervin,
Bobby Ervn ssd Pepgy Saunders

Adkcd abowl wiky (he i has
prospered w0 over the vesrs, Dob
apcaks Mg

*1i comes [rom picking lawyern
whao had shilsy,” be sabd, =That and
picking lawyers who will give thewr

From Page One

Oifien acdbumed a ihe besl

in Burke Coumty and & natorally
polstical andmal, Bob kas always
been aclive in Democratic Pasy
poditics but his name has never

Be siid. “Widh Joc serving in the
(N.C.) House and them the (N.C.)
Senate back in the 19505 and
1960, poc of us had w make 8 liv-
g or we would Bave starved.”

That sald, bowever, Byrd setiled
back in s odfice chair and thoughi
a linke bomger on the :'tpoﬂcr LY
gpacalacn aboun “why nod™

"1 MHN“MWW

y-mf v can bave,” Be axid.
Al was old by some pretty
Bigh folks shar 1"d make 4 good
caschilate for Compress back in the

“Agad | bave 10 el you,” he said,
“1 really wrcstled with thal ose. Bul
1 remember sitling al the supper
uble wilh my ol Dugn, wi wis

ight of sanc years ohl. And be said

y, if you go off 10 Wishing-

M, W won'| Bever have no mone
"

“Well, thai clinched it | made
that dectabon iben. | closed ibai
door. And agan, I Bave never
looked hasck ™

While Bob siayed away from
wecking affice. Mtﬁﬂmtﬂlﬁf-
tive winning erms in
Ieoath ghe House and Sensse. He was
a ey and aiical plaver i the deci-
sicm t0 extablish Western Carolina
Center here in ibe canly 1960 snd
Be laler served s chabmman of the
Siatc Mrsital Health Boand

"Boih of w.” be recallod, gla-
ing at Bok, “could bave gone on fo
be Superior Coarl jedges. i we
were interested, Bul we Beh
seemed 10 waml o remain right
here. | mever had sy desiee 10 g0
mny funher thas

During the 1950s a.nd early
%k, the Bynd browbers wene pas-
sipeie sapponiers of the “liberal
wing™ of @ N.C. Democratc Par-
1y, backing candidales such as
Frank Poser CGreham, Ko Scoii
andl Terry Sandond

Theae batibes between the par-
13”8 Ivheral wing amd iz more con-
seivalive wing feached & peak is
ibe 1964 gubeonatorial primary
which saw liberal champion
Rickardson feyer plited sgains
ulismcasservatine I Beverly Lake.

Beiween them, itood Sylva
lwyer sl judge Dan K
Prver received the mosl voles in

nomination. Afver thal primary
Lake threw his suppon o Moore
and in the second [ﬂmﬂhﬁtrﬁ
wom bet three counties W
7. One of those Shiee wad Durke.
"N gave it everytling we had
for Pryer,” sald Bob, “Had be beoen
elocsed that year. the Easiory of (ks
sdafe wonld bave been differesi, He
would kave heen an putstanding

RErvErnOn
Afor the 1964 ehection, the bat-
de beiween the Democmitic Pamy's
two wings wan largely & thing of
the past, a8 mone and mone of the
slaie’'s more conscrvalive Demioc.
s, such g Fesse Helma, joined 15
‘I‘hc:h.e- hi by spuriied days,”
WETT
Bob said, “We always foaght for
what we Believed in, what we
thought was right ™

Building a reputation
In addditiom vo Nighting hese spér-
imed political battles, the Byrd
werr building a reputation
& 3 Wugh and ag ive law firm
-3 wim the big cas-
2 but which also devoled ame and
% Tae qualit of the poopie tht
Ly i
wie have Bod u;hm onver the years
has jusl Been catrsandinary.” kil
Joe of ibe firm”s other menvbers.

“We've recrubted Boerke Coanty
wlent,” waid Bob, “tol the Best and
the rightext of Burke County tal-
ent. And, weve looked for people
who would ke with us for awhale,
el o folks who were looking W
make a name for ibemselves and
them mave on.™

Looking back over 1hose
deeades of saccess, both Byrd
bwnthers sy the biggest changes in
e i 8o oCcur simce the 19508 are
o increasing complexity and the
subagquent increasing specializa-
aon of the lepal prafeiason.

“*The complexity of 1he law
mr_rmmm 1o the 180k b junt
asrnnomical.” Bob said “The law
s 50 fechmical mow in so many
fields e 5o lvwyver can be 3 true

chcral practitioner ssymoro.
e hmpl"ﬁlill be vr.vc::nmr: apes
cializntion in the years ahesd.” he
mikded, “A vowng lawver Coming
put ol law school inday would Bave

a very difficall Bme rying o =21 up
an iedependent, general prctice of
L

the

Joe agrecd with Bis broiber on
the incrensing complexiny of the
L Buit allsy rﬂ about the chang-
ing nature of (B legal profession.

"Burke Cossty has always haid a
repulation & having an oulstandsng
bar,” be said. ~[n times past, so

ing. In limes past, an altomey’s
woed was his bosd. That's not rue
B, Amd thal's nod an indictme
ol lawyers. Things simply aren’s

done Itatr: WY ENVITIONE,
.lu-: sud Bat s alio socm a bous-
which the pub-
In: Du:e h or lawyers and a
diminishing of their role in 1he
GOy
“The lawyer used W be Lhe per-
won in e communiiy who every

all o gvery cmse, no madier how
nmall.™

Joe expandad on iy theme

“{har reputation bas always boon
ki wee woukd Mgl @ Band w for
par clicnic,” be said. “We would
Tight aryibang thail sbood in o way
Fight faie, But fight wugh and figh
hard.™

B ws whide seramg 10 the Ay
i Furope during World W 11 thai
Joe: found himsell st & creeands —
AT Berwicen & coreer in iBe Baw il
Bhe in govermmesl, hetween law
schood wnd graduate work in podi-

ioech with e commianity. They
have losl that esteem amd regand
that they once held,™

Asked i e would necommensd

peron,
. I the person bas Bas bes in o
Theore ane plchznl’ easier things

St 4 man can 4o b0 make 5 lvisg
s be & Liwyer
“I's a pressure cooker career,”

Bob continoed. “1f you don'y bove
i, will em you up and wess yo
cul. If you da love it it's a very
mewarding profession, If a man
wants b0 be his own sell, in's the
Best prodession that | know of o go
o

Looking ahead
A v Burke County’s (utie asd
whal areas need jo be focased on

e letmre growth s i,

Bob had  guick reply, “Education,

eifucton sl education.”
“Edocation,™ be said, “is ibe

ondy thing that's going W wlve the
drug problens, the aloohol problem.

e T

Pl by 80 Proaamt

cal sience

“In a semse,” he mecalled. i
ceme down in & choloe berieen the
Usavenaly of Chicago xnd the Uns
verkity of Morth Carolina. Apd
winge 1 wins very much in kove wigh
Drrexel girk, Gileces Hamis, i was
gasicr o choose Caroling™

Thar “Drexel gerl™ went oo io
becuime Joe's wile and the mogher
of By sevem childes

Ad 10 poing somewhent else i
ractice Law after his gradusiion
rom Chapel Hill, Foe i, =1 sever
really comsidered it This & whene |

175 m of ecnge
We've got 1o educate pur :mun:
people, We've got 10 keep them in

school and we've gol 10 keep them

This focus on education mast
come not only from government
and from society, Bob said, bot
mesd imprunily sl muaid Soene Irn
the home.

“We've got 10 work o the fami-
Iy.” e sl "We've got in work 1o
restone & semse af values and of
worth to individmals. If we do not
ng iy CONLEn-

Agreging with his yOENgET
iom the ol edecn:

to, Jos spoke also of e need fof
poaphe b recommil themichves o
making their comumusitics beier by

che. smmclignes the oaly vehick. I'hl'
sccomplishing serions cconomic
e social chanpes,” be sad. ~Yom
have 1o be & pagt of e force than

waniod o be. H's juss tha semple.”

For Bob, five years Behind his
beoibier in school. @0 cholde sotmix]
e 50 samplo.

For a ame, it sppesred thal be
‘wun hewded [0 uh appoinme o the
LS, MNaval Academny abd o caneer &
am officer [n the 115, Navy. A math
grade jeul ynder b minimum
requiremend fof sdmission o lhe

academy changed Sxse plans, how-
m.u:]hlmweru i ke meleiil
a Chapel Hill

As & b scloan] pelesd, Bob met
Alfred Coates, a law professor and
e direcior of the Instituie of Cov-
ernmenl. The profeisor wok o hicing
o the young Burke Cously mative
i, when passed the sime bar
exaim, alfenad Bum & poion oo the
Iewtituse of Cowernment sl

“That was mighty beady ssufl for
a yoeng boy fmen Barie Coangy,”
Bob recalled. “Chaped Hill's a premy
mice sown o live in. My wife was
happy there. | had 0 do some sen
o Bdnling

Thai “seritus (hinking™ included
& trip Bome 0 viskl bis paeei. One
night. Bob waid, & he Ly iodsing
snd turning. unable 1o sleep fmom
wrestling with the decizion about
the job in Chapel Will, bis fxibes
el Bas Fraom

“Son.” he said bis falser aaid w
B, “why don'y you just come on
e T

Bob sakd he mmedistely fods,
dressed, drove o Chapel Hill and
picked up his wife and young wom
amd returned with B oo Bugke
Cinunty.

| camng Bome,” he
I"ve never looked hack ™

madd, “an«d

The politics factor

Another decision Bob zays he
his ais0 never looked back on was
that ngver 1o sock elecuve alfice

Plemse Burn io Page Nina

determines who is going 10 god
what, whal oo prioniues WT poegh
iy b,

Polstics, Joe said, is an honorable..
pursuit for those whi esier 8 for thel
rght reddons.

“The use of govermment 8o bring”,
sholl poanive chasipey in N.Iﬁ s.[
lsves it &n hosarable parsuil,” e
saiil. “I wroudd urge young people o'
0 imio polilics nod for persons|
thimgs, ned for personal gain, bui ied
lmph:lv: he alify of teoir com= |
munaty's life.” i

Summing ep, Joe said, "We.
farve B0 ook 31 ways b cnhads the
g:lﬁh’ﬂfﬁftmmmmlm'

meiimes b reguires booking
heyomd 1B present, lookisg rwh{
‘beyond oo A Nﬂﬂmﬂ‘l
wit Bave 10 sgend mosey & do 8

“Doors don't open every @y,
be sakd. "You have 1o be realy W
walk 1hrough thoie doon whad
they open. Young men asd womcn.
harve b crme forwasd o and pick
up the manile of keadonhip @ e
county. That's my vision,”



